MINISTRY Commanders of five military units and formations take over battle flags
(25 May) The commanders of 1 Mechanised Brigade Topol¢any, Self-
OF DEFENCE propelled Artillery Battalion Michalovce, Transport Wing Kuchyna, Air Oper-
@11 = I Ne)\V/:-\ '@ :42:19 )] N (@l ations Command Brigade Zvolen and Chemical, Biological, Radiological
and Nuclear (CBRN) Defence Battalion Roziava took battle flags over from
President and Commander-in-Chief of the Slovak Armed Forces Zuzana
Ne 21e Vol. X ¢ www.mosr.sk/ebulletin/ Caputova.

Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' said: “The act of giving a battle flag on loan
to a military unit or formation is an hour and recognition accorded to our Y
Service personnel for their dedicated work and long-term achievements in \\‘
execution of assigned tasks and training. | am rightly immensely proud of .

them for their determination and commitment.” |
Chief of Defence Gen Daniel Zmeko congratulated the recipients. -
The act of giving battle flags on loan to military units and formations is grounded in the historical tradition of the Czechoslovak Le-
gion in Russia, Italy and France during WW1. It is in keeping with the tradition that the battle flag must be protected and prevented
from being desecrated or seized by the enemy, both in peacetime and wartime. Under current legislation, battle flags are issued
on loan from the Slovak President on the recommendation of the Defence Minister.

o 102 trainee soldiers, of whom 14 were female trainee soldiers, On strengthening cooperation in Lishon

completed a 7-week initial military training programme by . . )
swearing the Oath of Allegiance to the SVK Armed Forces at (28 May) Continued work on the drafting of the EU's

TMMB Martin. The passing out parade took place without Strategic Compass and on the strengthening of EU-NATO

the presence of family members and the public. cooperation in light of current security challenges was

e Ms Ailsa Doman, the widow of the WW2 veteran Alexander E:b%img;;z?ymge?;;iz Iiﬂtijnli-')s(taé?ql\/lcaeri,\g:wn;\jltaejresr ?’l%?ggg:e d

D d the initiator of the WW2 Western Resist M i- : L
O e oo e s o o2 emoft the SVK MOD at the event on behalf of Defence Minister

~rlle! al in Bratislava's Safarik Square, celebrated her 94th birthday on -
"ozef Gabc' k S Iegacy 24 May and received a Letter of Congratulations from the Minister [caSSEVANCI

(29 May) The 79th anniversary of Op Anthropoid — of Defence. The letter was presented to her by Director of The meeting's focus was primarily on the defence capabilities
the assassination of Reinhard Heydrich was commemorated RGN CAIENERUE VOIS TEYIECTTERID I development of EU Member States. Ministers also held
during a ceremony in honour of Maj Gen (in memoriam) Jozef [LEIL=RREIIES a meeting with representatives of the United Nations and
Gabcik in Poluvsie. Also in attendance was Defence Minister SRSV @ T R o R et e R B S e LR 1ol Officials of regional African organisations. There was much
Jaroslav Nad who paid tribute to his legacy. L U L IS R e E e e L R e Rt e M=l discussion on reinforcing regional security and defence ties
As part of the official programme, the 27th Jozef Gab¢ik Me-  REldNIelERNEN VAT REI S as well as on the EU's CSDP missions and operations.

morial Run was organised in full compliance with o Observers from SVK Speci ; - e .

. e < L pecial Operations Forces Command Active Reserves training in 2021
the coronavirus guidelines. As usual, military personnel joined  loYelo] ) e RO S C Ut ROt R G L N = R (24 May) Trebigov Garrison's VeI’kgé Ozoroves Training
the 11-km run. To enrich the programme, 5 Special Forces 23 MTR Bn took part in Ex Swift Response in Romania, with Ground welcomed Active Reserves (AR) soldiers to its
Regiment personnel staged a static display of SOF equipment R TN Ns e R R AL EIE S facilties. The training, led by members of 21 Mech Bn

i/lr:dNi}:?zgqi(Iic' g\i:g:? ?Btgabtg)i;zunabatin heroic leaacy — o Specialists from the EOD and CBRN National Centre Novaky, [ fiSatSaVRIEr eI executing duties according to
; 9 gacy joined by permanent bomb disposal personnel of the Zahorie Fir- Py f ; . -
the struggle for freedom and democracy forever entered our g ; . ; specialities, developing artillery and CIS skills, logistics,
iitary hist q b 5 Soecial F Redi ing Range and engineers from the EOD Unit Sered, undertook CBRN, military management and training, military medicine
military history and our members of o opecial Forces Regi- unexploded ordnance (UXO) deep search training at MD Zahorie. o / e ’ '
special operations, and engineering support. The SVK

ment, which carries the honourable title of Jozef Gabcik Regi- L Itic e | B loops haslbagun at TC Lot onltary s ot {0 2in 330 AR soklors in 2027, Also

ment Zilina, have been its proud bearers to date.” While the deploved unit ttending tactical. engineeri q
The ceremony and memorial run in honour of Jozef Gabéik 12412 GG U EIE Ui EEes]), g EEigy e scheduled is the training of AR soldiers for the Defence Staff,

ook place in Poluvsie, where he was borm on 8 April 1912. In EE;NCZ;';ZE nthe grlzt)”mzfgf (j‘;gz;gg;;?fr';‘l’g;gm%ha SVK Army HQ Trengin, HQ 1 Mech Bde Topoléany, HQ 2
the summer of 1941, Jozef Gabcik, ranked Staff Sergeant of i ) ' Mech Bde PreSov, TMMB Martin, 5 SOF Regt Zilina, Eng Bn
Infantry, agreed to undertake special operations training in i el RN NS CICESEIVENCIVENA(CI Sered, and CBRN Bn Roziiava. 23 AR soldiers will begin
the UK. After passing several courses, as one of the first Rl S ST LEC LRSS C U I their Military Police (MP) training on 24 May at the MP Dept
Czechoslovak paratroopers he volunteered for special mis- aqd Eng Bn members attendeq mining training with tr_]e use of live Vikanova — Hronsek. Over the next 2 weeks, they wil

sions in his Nazi-occupied homeland. In October 1941, he be- mhlnles.lC§de:)s o lt.he L Spe.c'alty gOt ;():Iascserggnti Wml familiarise themselves with the MP organisational structure,
came the leader of the Anthropoid team tasked with the logistics battalions operafing Lnder CSS Bde Trencin. tasks and equipment, as well as honing their marksmanship

the assassination of Reichsprotektor Reinhard Hevdrich. o Atthe invitation of the Slovak Ambassador to Northern Mace- i ¥ e
P 4 donia, Ordinary of the Slovak Armed Forces and Armed Corps skills and receiving training i incident response.

Stepping up cooperation with Ukraine s N L Te A a3l St Barbara Warrior Competition
(28 May) Slovakia is ready to step up security and defence co- FeEICRIRYIA Ve TR LSRG LR QI Yo R E Al (27 May) The Saint Barbara Warrior Competition for artillery
operation with Ukraine. The MOD sees a space for this in are-  VENMORGINIvE R MR EEINETEARTERR I IS E ) and reconnaissance troops took place under the auspices of

as such as defence industry, science and research, and train- ~ RUEHVERERGIER RSO ERIEES the SVK Contingent as the Lead Nation (LN) for fire support
ing, Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad announced as a member of RASGIRISARVEVRURVITEHRISNIEW TS TISIIA=ESER: Yl in NATO's eFP BG on AdaZi Training Area, Latvia. The aim
the official delegation of Prime Minister Eduard Heger to strica organised the IMINT-IX Course for Imagery Intelli- of the competition was to practise the firing skills of artillery

Ukraine. gence (IMINT) specialists to improve their skills in imagery as- systems crews to hit targets and the reconnaissance and

Mr Nad said: “l am convinced that the bilateral military tech- sessment and exploitation in line with NATO STANAGS.

nical cc_)operation with Ukraine has the potential to grow. We . Refu[bishment works to the Athletics Stadium in Banska By- the coordination of all fire support elements in support of
can t?uﬂld on the past successful projects, forvexamp_le, SRS eI lely CESRTIEERTVEESS I the eFP BG. The Arty Fire Crew Category was won by 5 Arty
Ukraine 5} Inv?simﬁnt 'T thf? (?IO\IIak-mzdeﬂ?OK/IeOng '(T;"I‘_e Gl Tartan surfaces being laid at the Dukla Military Sports Centre's ~ [[N8 MU by SSgt Patrik Mihaléin. He was also named
ance system.” As he clarified, alongside the elivering [T the Defender of the Week b :

y COM NATO BG LVA.

significant SVK Armed Forces modernisation programmes, it . - - )
also plans to follow through with science and research projects shlnEaEesostd concen.trated training for adm! Sl The Artillery Forward Observers Cgtegqry‘was won by
trators of SVK Armed Forces garrisons, aimed at presenting the SVK Fox Team — PFC Slavomir Kesel and Cpl Jozef

23 an effzctive fralme\?lork for aﬁlvar;\(/l:!ng bila’I‘ergI co(?p?rati’on. the protocol procedures across garrisons, with focus on military Krigo. The CZE Lion Team was the best mortar team in
S 8 good example of partnership, Minister Nad underfine funerals and wreath-laying ceremonies, including practical h it
Slovakia's role of Lead Nation (LN) in the NATO-Ukraine EOD/ [SsSyessy € competition.

C-IED Trust Fund. “This is a mark of solidarity and testament to ) . )

our capabilities through which we contribute fo building trust [l Thlsgzar s Sefen agg;orq-breakmng nurgber °f‘t’043 dpalnt- ATGMS fired at TC Lest

and security in the region,” said the Minister, noting that s cCrarosirom o gprmany fafisiandispeciaineecs (28 May) Personnel of

the project is entering its final phase and will be successfully schools entering the 20th MOD Painting and Drawing Compefition

luded thi named Soldiers Through the Eyes of Children, by which

conciuded this summer. L N the Defence Monthly editorial staff and the Defence Staff com-

/Iiefen(t:etz M'n'Ste,LNtad plérl]ns3t8 r:nake.an Oﬁ'c'ami't to K,y'}’ t(;us memorate International Children’s Day. The previous record num-
ugust to pay fribute to the 30th anniversary of Ukraine's Inde- [ S Fe S (LRSS R WX A PEK )

correction skills of artillery forward observers, and to test

the Topol¢any-based Mech
Bde units fired the Konkurs
¥ man-portable anti-
- tank guided missile

pendence Day, while SVK armed forces, including SVK Air ! ) , i % \ (MPATGM) systems using
Force C-27J Spartan aircraft and UH-60M Black Hawks, wil Ii.ed-l-:]oea(’;/1 2Ev2?nseﬁtssu:geasifg(filglgja{; ;2Eet?)ll:coetoancsrgsszssfgvg\ltia  antetank guided missies
take part in a military parade there. i (ATGM) at TC Lest in the last week of May. The aim of

N f - fFrom 31 k.)”6 Ju(rj\e %021 aOver the s?me pe”(’gl’ theKS\IfK A;T?d the training exercise was to improve the anti-tank missile firing
In service o peace and sec“"ty S U Lo gRIMayEMENLs acioss o ovala from/io: skills of selected personnel from the Brigade; to give operators

(29 May) Over 11,000 SVK Armed Forces personnel have ﬁemtiarnske K’\?stqlfny - dTbC Llfér& P‘,’Erad gk?qun?\)l Zrimiar}s(lz(e
- : - ostolany — Novéky and back, Novaky — Sklené, Martin — A
srotinde e nboleios U eo<rie s, [Tt M v rrorsi o v s AT ers st
D - «hep YIS0, TN T PR AV S N PRI S ( Pl tionary targets; and o reinforce soldiers' practical skills in exe-
efence Minister Jaroslav Nad' congratulated them on IR oY P YN A [oU [T DT W INOS e ot il Cuting firing tasks. Apart from members of the Nitra-, Martin- and

the International Day of UN Peacekeepers. and back, Martin — Sugany and back, Hiohovec — Pregov, Velké Levice-based Mech Bns, instructors from TMMB Martin, too,
Since its establishment, Slovakia has supported 16 UN Peace [ aisneiil st Isvir=ses Sysiyosasut syt were involved in the firing training. The firing training involved
Support Operations (PSOs) to date. Currently, 240 SVK ser- ISt Ko o Ao T e e Tt RS L L L= Al 2 total of 52 TO-based Bde operators of the BVP-2-mounted
vicemen and women are deployed with UNFICYP in Cyprus N R el VA e WA NS L e E Al M 113 ATGM launchers, 1 operator of TMMB Martin, and 18
and with UNTSO on the Golan Heights. — Predov, and Zemianske Kostolany — Vritky. operators of the Konkurs MPATGM systems.
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practice in firing the BVP-2-mounted 9M113 ATGM launchers
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