MINISTRY Slovak Chief of Defence Gen Daniel Zmeko pays VISIt to Ukraine

(30 May) Chief of Defence Gen Daniel Zmeko met his Ukrainian : J———
OF DEFENCE partner Gen Valeriy Zaluzhnyy in Ukraine. During the SVK military 3 . ) y

(@) 20 ) 5 I M@\ V7@ 4= 01 :) B (@) delegation's visit to Ukraine on 26-29 May, members of the delegation

familiarised themselves with the current situation and visited UKR
. troops fighting on the frontline in the Kharkiv region. On his return to
Ne 22 e Vol. XI @ www.mosr.sk/ebulletin/ Slovakia, Gen Zmeko said: “The determination of the Ukrainian soldiers |

and people must be an example for the Western world. But without
military assistance in the form of weapons and munitions, determination
Zuzana 2 SpGHs
||
for Ukraine

alone cannot defeat the aggressor.” They also saw first-hand

the effects of combat operations with evidence of systematic violations
(1 June) KONSTRUKTA - Defence, the state-owned and MOD-
run company, signed a commercial contract on the delivery of

of the international law of war. In the Kharkiv region, they witnessed
the Russian Army's indiscriminate artillery strikes on civilian targets with
eight Zuzana 2 SpGHs to Ukraine. "The conclusion of
the contract was preceded by weeks of intense negotiations.

considerable casualties. “We have been closely following
Thank you to the company’s leadership and my colleagues at e On 31 May, Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad' held his first call with Hosting partners and friends

the operations of the Ukrainian Armed Forces since the outbreak of the war. Thelr results coupled W|th the facts gathered
during our trip, will be used in our planning processes and we’ll adjust our training procedures according to them so as to get
us better prepared for the defence of our country,” added Gen Zmeko.

2 ; > . A Hungarian Defence Minister Kristof Szalay-Bobrovniczky. The phone X -
the MOD for their quick action on this key issue. The situation e R R R A R L e e e Il (4 June) GLOBSEC, held on 2-4 June in Bratislava, of-
in Ukraine demands our maximum commitment, expertise and B2 ENR=Id Ot SRR TR TS Ao olslela NIy AR =g ell] fered an interesting programme with many distinguished
sincere interest, and we do not miss out on these at the MOD IR IEY VAR E TN N G G KT G E ST EERES guests in attendance. On 2 June, Minister Nad hosted
and its subordinate organisations,” Minister Nad said. He also addressed the current situation in Ukraine, the bilateral projects includ- fGreteII(kNa?(t)r?all\/?ngen'lgﬁ "’:'"'Ster lel?lzosl PaTagmté)pfoqus ’
thanked UKR Defence Minister Olexii Reznikov for his personal ing the SVK miltary's partcipation n the NATO HQ MND-C in Hungary, Wit b on ontions fo assist Ukreine n fhe w
! € and the modemisation programmes of the SVK and HUN militaries. Slo- securlty affairs, especially on options to assist Ukraine in the wake of
WOIEUCHRNCETEI T RGERSIEREEREEISIVOCSR (M \2kia takes over the V4 presidency from Hungary on 1 July 2022. : ?Ufssla s aggresstlon SVthﬁ%RCt
the SVK defenoe' industry, brlnglr_lg in significant oppor_'tunltles e On 30 May, Deputy Defence Minister Majer met Estonian Ambas- ‘9‘ uztﬁﬂfﬁftﬂg‘ﬁ;gﬂg sznen asekséy
for the company growth. Speaking of the contract, Director sador to Slovakia HE Mr Toomas Kukk at the MOD. They spoke about to European security. They also
General of KONSTRUKTA - Defence Alexander Gursky Estonian and Slovak aid for Ukraine and the forthcoming NATO Summit assessed NATO's pracesses in
said: “Itis an important contract. On the one hand, we are in Madrid. Majer congratulated Ambassador Kukk on 5 years of NATO's progress. Mr Nad expressed his
going to show our capabilities, expertise and professionalism in [EEMECISSCUIES

full solidarity for Greece and sup-
the manufacture of military equipment, but at the same time it~ ORI QR E LN LY Y ENIE KR C U EVE AU SA = S port for the European community's united posmon on resolving
gt mamen or o oo Tnioto . W T L CrO Rl b ol it s it

; « Ambassador Vassil Petkov paid respects to the memory of Bulgarian o lon in £ -
the contract, they will now have a guarantee of employment. el SR e RO N A U R S M e Al On 3 June, Minister Nad' welcomed Swedish Minister for Defence Peter
e R RO N o CIAD L VA O Y= AN S0 U B Ul Hultqvist to the MOD. In his statement, he said: “I'm very delighted that
IR R e R o e R S R RS e K=y Ell S\weden and Finland have made the decision to join NATO. We highly

dependence. 3 appreciate this historic step — not
1 \ ly politically, but al ilitaril
o The Slovak Air Force HQ hosted SVK-POL consultations on e | ony poiitally, but asso miltariy.

the protection of SVK airspace. The POL delegation was led by Deputy :Ir;tiegaet;\:nsggz;asn&ill Ei%i?m

Commander of the Air Component Brig Gen Piotr Krawczyk, while the Alliance's ability to deliver

§ the SVK side was represented by senior staff of the SVK AF HQ led by collective defence and deter-
Commander Slovak Air Force Maj Gen Rébert Téth, members of 2 SVK : ! & rence.”

AF Bde Zvolen, representatives of the MOD's Legislation and Law lDe- 7 That same day, Mr Nad also had
SRR VSR BN S B R TIEWR e pleasure of hosting Bulgarian Defence Minister Dragomir Zakov for
¢ Aviation Office. talks. "We are faced with similar threats, we must come to terms with
o To mark International Children's Day, an Open Doors day was a multitude of hybrid menaces, but we also need to modernise our

RS RO R LR N AR R Sl armed forces,” said Minister Nad, citing their solidarity for the sorely
and their parents were treated to live demonstrations of combat vehi- tried Ukrainian people as proof of the Slovak and Bulgarian geopolitical
cles. They were also allowed to try out weapons and take a seat in mili- JeleLdg
tary, police and firefighting vehicles. : On 2 June, Deputy Defence
3 Minister Majer met with Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Central
and Eastern Europe Ms Robin
. L. Dunnigan. The sides directed
their conversation to the new as-
sistance package for war-torn
B | Ukraine, SVK-U.S. defence and
security collaboration, and

e After a two-year pause over coronavirus, the Make-A-Wish Fun
Run 2022 charity event took place at SHAPE. It was attended by

the Slovak SHAPE community, members of the Permanent Delegation
to NATO in Brussels, and Slovak Ambassador to NATO Peter Bator
and his family. The participants ran 697 laps and covered 278.8km. Out
of the 48 teams, the Slovak team placed 7th.

o The Trencin Garrison Club will host two day camps for kids of ser- :
vice personnel and civilian employees from across Tren€in Garrison, NATO cooperation.
SENRInRERCR NIRRT RERCPVANT WAV (W EWE I On 3 June, Majer met First Deputy Defence Minister of Georgia Lela
. o (NG IENEERR R REICRC W ER GO M R SN EINSEIZIELIER Chikovani. The two spoke about SVK-GEO defence ties, including de-
Ukraine has confidence in us on the internet. fenc;; industry cqoperatign,ERussia's ilzjvasiolrg1 okarai%edand its‘impact
(30 May) Defence Mister Jaroslay Nad and his Usrainian ks A SRR GO (. c.7cn cocopmanis i ot Lo n Uraine, someof Gowr-
counterpart Oleksii Reznikov met over video call, to discuss el Ui N ARy Sports Certre excellently at ia's territory has b ied by the Russian Federation si
P . ) ) ' Y RO e o R TR el Jia's territory has been occupied by the Russian Federation since
the developments in Ukraine and the different forms of the men's 74kg category, and Makoev and Gulaev placed 2nd and 3rd ekl ) -
additional aid from Slovakia. “Ukraine can continue to count on IR R L e AR e S LS That same day, he also met with State Secretary of the Ministry of Na-

; f tional Defence of Romania Simona Cojocaru. Their conversation cov-
our assistance. Nobody knows when this sad and senseless FULL FIELD KIT ered Russia's invasion of Ukraine and its implications for the security

conflict will end. Nevertheless, one is for sure — the democratic E=EH T LY ERCR AT Nl (L 04 0T e LR L ECE Ll situation in Europe, SVK-ROU defence ties, the NATO Madrid Summit
world stands united to help the innocent Ukrainians. In the work of the Training and Mobilisation in June, the two nations' deployments on international crisis manage-
the forms and volume of its aid, Slovakia is one of the leaders. J:EYEN T T4 R ELUULLCR L LA O L4 RO LRTT{ Il ment operations, and new opportunities for joint training and inter-force
Ukraine has great confidence in us. In these crucial moments a rebroadcast at 00.30 on Sat. collaboration.

as quite literally lives are at stake, we must do everything we
can not to disappoint,” Mr Nad' said. The two leaders spoke
about the delivery of the Zuzana Il SpGHs to Ukraine. Minister
Reznikov thanked Slovakia for its humanitarian and military
aid, helping to save thousands of Ukrainian lives. He also
commended SVK Chief of Defence Gen Zmeko for his interest
in and recent visit to Ukraine.

Defence Cooperation Committee
(31 May) This year's first meeting of the SVK-CZE Defence
Cooperation Steering Committee (DCSC) took place in Modra,
Slovakia. The Slovak MOD was represented at the meeting by
Deputy Defence Minister Marian Majer. The DCSC working
groups addressed a range of issues such as new collaboration
opportunities for defence planning, military operations and
exercises, and MOD-run companies and agencies. Topics
covered also included military education, logistics, armaments
and airspace. Previously, the DCSC met in Prague in Nov
2019. The committee meets if needed at least once a year
alternately in the Slovak and Czech Republics.
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Future artillery gunners undergo branch-specialised training in Martin
(5 June) 194 new military professionals swore the Oath of Al-  to learn as much as possible about weapons handling and
legiance and completed a passing out parade to mark operatlon and dutles in firing positions. They ask a lot of
the end of their initial training at 2 y ‘-4 questions. This is very encourag-
the Training and Mobilisation Replen- & ing for us. It is the best prerequisite
ishment Base Martin on 20 May. _ for getting them prepared for their
Since then, they have moved on to roles during Phase 2 training,” said
branch-specialised training. Field artil- Sgt 1C Pastucha. According to
lery specialties training is led by artil- P him, among those displaying most
lery instructor Sgt 1C Juraj Pastucha. |, initiative during the training are Pte
Specifically, he is responsible for f Peter Chachalak and Pte Vladi-
training new soldiers on mortarand | mira Kisikova. Peter is predestined
anti-tank operations for Mech Bns, 54 R & for the Michalovce-based battalion
MLRS Bn Rozilava, and 21 Sp Arty 7 ‘ 6 U\ and he is already looking forward
Bn Michalovce. “The four-week Phase 2 training covers to operating the Zuzana SpGH. Vladimira, a multiple SVK

the theory, components and technical capabilities of mortars  champion handball player on the Michalovce handball team,
and anti-tank weapons. Soldiers are also trained on the PAB- is happy with her next role as a mortar operator at 21 Mech
2A artillery device. I've never seen soldiers take such a keen ~ Bn TrebiSov. The future artillery personnel will complete their
interest in training. I'm pleasantly surprised at that. They want  branch-specialised training at Martin base on 17 June.
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