

















tion, green and digital, taking into account the challenges of the
EU autonomy, including the ways of regaining resources used in
the old and new technologies. Exchanges about best practices
with the Nordic countries will be envisaged. The Slovak Presiden-
cy will also support closer cooperation with the aim to conserve
and enhance the value of areas of geological significance in Earth
history, including diverse landscapes and geological formations,
as well as to promote sustainable development e.g. through geo-
tourism and geoscience education. It can happen through coop-
eration among the V4 regions’ geoparks which promote the links
between geological heritage and all other natural and cultural
heritage, clearly demonstrating that geodiversity is the founda-
tion of all ecosystems and the basis of human interaction with
the landscape.

3.5. Health

Over the last few years, the health care systems in the V4 region
have been in a permanent state of crisis because of the pandem-
ic and, recently, due to the influx of refugees escaping Ukraine
due to the war conflict. The coming period will be extremely im-
portant in terms of building closer regional coordination and im-
proving V4 interconnections regarding information and material
resources.

There is a pressing need to coordinate joint activities and po-
sitions of the V4 countries both at global and regional levels of
the European Union and the World Health Organization given the
current situation and negotiations on the future pandemic in-
strument and the revised International Health Regulations.

The Slovak Presidency will explore possibilities of continuation of
Fair and Affordable Pricing of medicines initiative (FaAP).

In the post-pandemic period, it will be important to focus on
sharing mutually applicable lessons learnt in local pandemic man-
agement and the application of innovative approaches to preven-
tion, early diagnosis and therapy, as well as in biomedical and
clinical research in noncommunicable diseases.

The Slovak Presidency will also raise the issue of interoperability
of health data in order to improve its functionality and connec-
tivity. An important aspect of the Slovak Presidency will also be
the elimination of inequalities in health care related to human
resources in health governance.

3.6. Migration

The Slovak Presidency will reflect on the negotiations in the
Council of the EU on reforming the Common European Asylum
System, in particular the progress made under the French Pres-
idency in putting the so-called gradual approach to the reform
into practice. With the aim to add constructive input to the de-
bate, alongside with long-term V4 priorities such as external bor-
der protection and prevention of irregular migration, including
returns, the V4 countries will continue to present solidarity as of
key importance, which has to be an integral part of our efforts to
set up a new EU migration and asylum policy.

The refugee influx caused by Russia’s aggression against Ukraine,
in which Visegrad countries are a frontline region, put addition-
al pressure on our countries and reminded us once again of the
need for close regional cooperation.

The Slovak Presidency will seek the common positions within the
V4 countries on the reform of the Schengen area, with particular
emphasis on a properly functioning and safe Schengen.

The Slovak Presidency will be in close contact with the Czech
and Swedish Presidencies of the Council of the EU on this matter.

3.7. Research and space

The Slovak Presidency intends to support Action 11 of the Poli-
cy Agenda of the new European Research Area (ERA) by sharing
experience in research and development in new low-carbon en-
ergy sources and alternative fuels, including the use of hydrogen
throughout its production and consumption cycle and exploring
the importance of nuclear energy as a clean source of affordable
energy for the EU and its citizens.

Raising participation in cutting edge European research and initi-
atives, including the involvement of V4 research teams in Horizon
Europe Framework Programme projects, remains a priority. It will
be necessary to assess the first experience of involvement in new
European research and innovation partnerships and missions, as
well as the effectiveness of specific measures to enhance pro-
gramme participation and the implementation of synergies with
other EU programmes. Based on this experience, it will be appro-
priate to coordinate a joint approach to preparations for the new
Horizon Europe work programme for the coming period, as well
as inclusion of associated countries of the Eastern Europe and
Western Balkans in EU research activities.

In the framework of the regional scientific and technical cooper-
ation, mainly the area of space activities is gaining importance.
Space is a dynamically growing and cross-cutting sector with
opportunities for economic transformation in high value-added
industries. The Slovak Presidency will seek to increase cooper-
ation in the space sector through establishment of partnerships
between institutions and companies within the V4 region, based
on the V4 Prime Ministerial Memorandum of Understanding on
Enhancing Cooperation in the Field of Space Research and Peace-
ful Use of Outer Space.

4. PEOPLE

The Slovak Presidency intends to use the recent increase in the
International Visegrad Fund’s annual budget to strengthen coop-
eration, particularly in youth mobility and people-to-people con-
tacts. Special emphasis will be placed on promoting the V4 as
a cultural space in Europe.

4 1. Culture

The Slovak Presidency will build on the cross-border approach
cooperation on cultural heritage management in the V4 coun-
tries. The focal point of this cooperation enhancement will be the
organization of the following events:

e “V4 Heritage Academy - Management of World Heritage
Sites” at the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Levoéa, Spissky
Hrad and Associated Cultural Sites”. The 11th edition of the
training programme under the auspices of the V4 Cultural
Heritage Experts’ Working Group is coordinated by the In-
ternational Cultural Centre in Krakéw, who organizes this
event since 2006.

¢ Meetings of cultural heritage experts under the auspices
of the V4 Ministries of Culture focused on cooperation and
networking of V4 castles and chateaux, with the aim of joint
promotion and presentation, tourism development and pro-
fessional relations strengthening within the cultural herit-
age of the V4 countries.

The Slovak Presidency will continue in cooperation on the
audiovisual industry. Given the growing interest shown in the
V4 countries by international film production companies, the
Presidency’s efforts will focus on joint support for professional
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developments within the audiovisual industry, with the aim of
strategically strengthening the V4 countries’ position in the in-
ternational film industry.

4.2, Education, youth and sport

Regarding the internationalisation of higher education, the Slo-
vak Presidency will focus on boosting various areas of cooper-
ation between V4 universities. These include joint degree pro-
grammes, the European University Initiative, scholarship and
programme schemes, scientific and research cooperation and
document recognition.

The Presidency will seek to create opportunities for sharing good
practices and recognising non-formal education and for introduc-
ing new learning models in higher education and linking lifelong
learning and higher education. Another key topic will be the in-
troduction of micro-credentials and recognising the outcomes of
the associated training programmes for those wishing to contin-
uing studies.

Under the Slovak Presidency, V4 cooperation will continue con-
cerning the automatic recognition of qualifications giving access
to higher education and higher education qualifications obtained
the V4 countries for further studies, based on the related Min-
isterial Declaration (signed in October 2021, in Gyér). Also, the
cooperation between the V4 countries’ higher education quality
assurance (QA) agencies will continue in line with the MoU on
establishing the Visegrad Four Quality Assurance Forum (V4QA
Forumy.

The Slovak Presidency will explore the possibility of implement-
ing projects in the field of youth work. There is also potential for
cooperation on ways of providing special assistance to citizens
requiring childcare for the under fours as part of effective invest-
ments for the future.

We will also take the opportunity to establish cooperation
and share knowledge and good practices on encouraging chil-
dren’s and young people’s participation in school and after-school
sports and physical exercise, regardless of physical ability, to
raise physical activity levels and promote healthy lifestyles.

In sport we will continue with joint project to strengthen V4 re-
gional cooperation by organising “Olympic Hopes” junior sports
competitions and provide special opportunities for junior compe-
titions in around 40 sports disciplines to be held in the V4 coun-
tries.

4.3. Life quality and social area

The Slovak Presidency will focus on the social area and life quality,
also in the context of long-term challenges such as demographic
change, counteracting the marginalization of rural, mountain and
submontane areas, poverty, including energy poverty and the im-
pact on social systems and employment policies.

As part of the exchange of experience, family assistance and fam-
ily and working life, the Slovak Presidency will create opportu-
nities to share examples of good practices in the context of the
arrival of refugees from Ukraine, their integration into the labour
market and the protection of vulnerable groups.

V4 cooperation and coordinated action on developing selected
positions within the framework of the EPSCO Council meetings
have proven to be effective on many occasions in the past. An
important topic will be energy poverty and specifically the main
drivers of energy poverty and the concept of their elimination.
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