MINISTRY AUT CHOD Gen Rudolf Striedinger's visit to Slovakia

OF DEFENCE (3 Oct) Austrian Chief of Defence Gen Rudolf Striedinger arrived for an official visit to Slovakia. The focus of his mission was on
strengthening SVK-AUT defence cooperation, generating debate on today's security situation, and receiving briefs on the SVK Armed

OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC Forces' capabilities. After the Official Welcome Ceremony in Bratislava, Gen Striedinger was received by DPM and MINDEF Robert

Kalifiak. In their discussion, both sides confirmed their interest in making closer defence and security links.

During their bilateral meeting, SVK CHOD Gen Daniel Zmeko and AUT CHOD Gen Rudolf Stnedlnger shared perspectives on

the current security situation, took a closer look at the procure- 9

ment and modernisation priorities for the SVK Army and Air : AFCANISTAN

Force, discussed supporting international crisis management op- > : : e

erations, including the SVK contribution to KFOR in the Western

Balkans. Both CHODs agreed on the importance of embracing

a common approach to regional security and promoting more in-

tense cooperation between the two neighbours.

On the final day of his visit to Slovakia, Gen Striedinger was given

Al a tour of 11 Independent Regiment's warfighting capabilities dis-

play at TC Lest, including shooting demonstrations and

a presentation of new technologies used in military training.

Vol. XIV e www.mosr.sk/ebulletin/

m 4-12 Sept 2025 saw an international Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) ex-

4 ercise —involving EOD techs from 905 Specialised Combat Support Centre No-
vaky, 8[1) Slia¢ \IA?E%[;”S\ thrt]et Kent;lclléy AiLNatilonaI Guar;\j/‘ls 123trdt E);(plljoiive _Cr)rd- N [T (5 Oct) On their visit to the con-
nance Disposal ight — unfold at three locations: Muscatatuck Urban Train- @ £ §
ing Center near Butlerville in Indiana, Indiana Air National Guard's 122nd Fighter i IS-ItI)iCtllt(;T (shﬁa;)fptl’gzgfvémlrztlacgy
Wing in Fort Wayne, and Kentucky Air National Guard Base in Louisville. p : .y
m Within regional defence cooperation among Hungary, Romania, Slovakia and T § and D.PM and MINDEF Kalifiak
Ukraine, the Liptovsky Mikulas-based AOS Simulation Centre delivered a simulator ¥ saw first-hand that the con-
-aided command and staff exercise dubbed Blonde Avalanche 2025. The aim was 8. struction works were progress-
to align the activity of the 'TISA" MN ENGR BN battle staff. On inspection day, i g — ing extremely quickly. Speak-
the exercising troops were inspected by SVK DCHOD Maj Gen Miroslav Lorinc. - mg atapress brleflng onsite,

:1 nge Se\inCIVZIiitl_iéirgll_\ncsagetr_gyn SLif%%lsBky‘l\gk_:\éé Wéilhc_oméd 12 leaHmS from Eagnef Mr FICO sald “Itis admlrable to see at what pace the planned goals
ilitary educational institut ulgaria, Czechia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia,

Norway, Poland, Portugal, Serbia and Slovakia to Allrounder 2025, an internation- are being delivered. Thl.s. isa Tonume.r]t,al piece of work that Wll.l
al military skills competition held in Slovakia's Liptov region on 21-27 Sept. serve the needs of all citizens.” Mr Kalifiak added that construction

m SVK and CZE Military Police (MP) representatives met in Trenin to evaluate SPace _has grown by 20,000m2 over the past year and that the hOS-
T TR e E T e L R Y A e R N pital will go up one storey more than planned. Once complete with
LRI R N R R VTS B S G-l Kl over 200,000m2 of modern space, the new hospital — one of Slo-

proving coordination of future activities. They also approved the SVK and CZE Mili-  RVETREREpterd significant healthcare projects ever — will provide top-
tary Police (MP) Bilateral Cooperation Plan for 2026. notch health services to all patients.

H m Nearly 370 SVK military personnel partook in Ex Tatra Freedom 2025 in Zvolen
Trl bute to Du kla heroes on 22-26 Sept. The aim of the exercise was to secure arrangements for delivering SVK F-16 fleet now at seven

R the defence and security of the State, and defending against an armed attack by . ~ Caa . _
(5 Oct) To mark the 81st anniversary of the Battle of the Dukla e S e i s i from T o (2 Oct) The latest arrival of two F-16 Block 70s - a single-seat C

Pass on Sun 5 Oct, WW?2 veterans Vladimir Strmei (97) and ternational treaties. model and a two-seat D-model - at Kuchyia AB hasl b'rought the'to-

Branislav Tvarozek (99) joined SVK GOV officials and e R T R R e e G ST tal number of the SVK F-16 fleet to seven. The remaining seven jets

members of the public in honouring the memory of the heroes R R T T e ke e KL S A WA R R et kel are scheduled to be delivered into service by 2027. Administrative
A . . EICNORET R GG E A ER T CE R GG ECR U GELEENCIVGTEI and technical procedures required for aircraft operation will now be

who gave their lives in defence of their homeland in C e TE e T EY R RGP IR R R e rformed before the F-16s are made available for flight training.

a ceremony at the Czechoslovak Army Corps Memorial near SIS UERIEIENE RS ERE TS

Vysny Komamnik. = On 22 Sept - 3 Oct, the Defence Language Institute Liptovsky Mikulas (DLI New impetus to U.S.-SVK defense ties

" . LM) delivered a military English language course for the SVK SOF personnel un-
In addition to cpmmemoratlve eyents, the Battle of the Dukla dertaking a KFOR pre-deployment training package. Maj Gen (Ret'd) lvan Pach {zd%Ct)lA S\“;KIMP?D delggatlon
Pass 81st Anniversary celebrations also served as a platform RGeS RN R L e RO Cl o LU R C et ed by Igor Melicher made

for presentations from the MOD, the NDF, and historical re- English (MOE) terminology and activites. S - an official visitto the USA.

enactment clubs m Technicians of Aircraft Repair Company Trenéin (LOTN) have begun the train- A major highlight of )

. : . . ing process of converting to the UH-60M Black Hawk helicopters. the program saw David Baker,
In h's keyInOte SPe?Ch to tlhe n.atlon' PM Robert Fico .nOted that EEAS year's fourth intake of basic military training (BMT) for 269 trainee sol- Deputy Assistant Secretary of
while having a motive to fight is the absolute foundation of diers began at 7 Trg Regt Martin on 1 Oct. They are expected to pass out of train- War for European and NATO
ajust war, the soldiers of the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps ‘”980” 21dN°V-t o e P . - . . Policy, and Igor Melicher, Dep-
and the Red Armv knew exactly what they were fighting for. m Secondary students of Class |.V on the “Personal and Property Security Pro- uty Minister of Defence, co-chair the U.S.-Slovakia High Level De-
In his address Pl}éES and ClNé Peter Pe>llle e g ,g ramme’ ‘at Secovce Joint Sc}]oo\ have complgted the!r_flrst.week of.\_lvork place- fense Group (HLDG) - a strategic format of cooperation — framed by

y grini hlghllghted ments with 21 Mech Bn TrebiSov. After becoming familiar with the military base the U.S.-SVK Def c tion A t (DCA). The Pent
the Dukla heroes' resolve to overcome seemingly and instructors, they worked on military drills, map reading and navigation, and e V. S erense °°Pera lon ! greemen ( ) e Fenta-
insurmountable obstacles and called on peoole fo find combat tactics. gon mge_tlng_a_llowgq both S|de§ to discuss streng_thenlng defense
. . ' On peop m Dukla karateka Roman Hréka won the men's kata final at the Croatia Karate capabilities, joint mlll?ary exercises, NATO commitments, anq ways

the strength to unite as a nation behind ideas that are more Open 2025 in Rijeka (HRV). to take our defense ties forward. Elsewhere, he also met Assistant

powerful than current disputes, saying: “81 years on, we are Y o e e R LA (M AR Bt et =M Secretary General for Political Affairs Miroslav Jenca at the United

gathered here at this historic site that bore witness notonly to  [ESEALLEIIOVORMTEEETLNEIEERSE YU ETEIKICI Nations before wrapping up his trip with a visit to the SVK Consulate

. . . . . place, only to finish 4th. In the men's kayak team event, Dukla slalom canoeists General in New York.
unquest|onab|e her0|sm, but also to immense SUﬁe”ng —asite Jakub Grigar, Martin Halin and Adam Gonsenica achieved a fourth place finish,

where our present-day freedom was paid with the blood of our - UESHFERELVEEEEEEIEEEPXEEN IS HGECTIERICEN Matriculation ceremony for OCs

fathers and grandfathers. Here, | must express my deepest N (1 Oct) The Amed Forces Academy (AOS) Liptovsky Mikula wel-
respect for their heroism, determination and suffering.” He then ;OE’Y”;‘:?#:%Z Tu‘"’d'l')”grz':;'Pgrx"iflggE:;drgz (Zgﬂﬁ')ace LRLRLCL MR comed 204 first-year Officer Cadets (OCs), 171 men and 33 wom-
pointed to the colonnade |eading to the Dukla Memorial that m In the final round of the F500 Powerboat World Championships in Boretto (ITA), en, on the undergraduate BSc programmes for the annual Matricu-

bears the plates with 1,265 names of those who paid O T R T e R L Y IC2 [ Iation Ceremony. After receiving the Certificate of Matriculation from
the ultimate sacrifice. F500 WC series rankings. the hands of AOS COMDT Brig Gen Aurel Sabo, OCs took their

“Without taking pride in our own history - the heroic deeds of m Dukla powerlifter Ivana Horna captured 4th place in the women's Classic oath of allegiance. A PhD diploma was presented to Lt Matej

: ; - SRR e R RN SN MRS CNESS PSS CII - Adamec. The Matriculation Ceremony opened the 2025/2026 Aca-
the fallen and the survivors —we are in ldar!ger of Ioslr_lg our (MLT). She improved on her SVK record by 2,5kg. demic Year for a total of 594 OCs on the Academy's Bachelor of
values as a nation,” Parliamentary Chair Richard Rasi said. PPN R ST Seep A  (CRETE AT RIS Science (BSc), Magister (Mgr), and Master of Engineering (MEng)
“As with all the major WW2 battles and victories over Nazism, (ESP), Dukla athlete Peter Frario took an excellent fifth place with a time of programmes.

9:01:37. Team SVK placed 8th in the team race.

SVK CHOD Gen Zmeko attends NATO MCC 2025 in Latvia

(29 Sept) Gen Daniel Zmeko partook in the NATO Military a year at NATO HQ in Brussels, and holds a Conference, co-
Committee Conference (MCC) 2025 in Latvia's Riga on 26-27 organised and hosted by an Allied nation once a year.

Sept 2025. The 32 NATO CHODs and SCs discussed military  The next plenary meeting is scheduled for January 2026 in
developments within the Alliance, in face of increasingly wor-  Brussels.
rying threats to the Euro-Atlantic security, and in light of

the decisions taken at the historic NATO Summit in

The Hague.

During the first session, SACEUR Gen Alexus G. Gryn-
kewich, updated the MC on the status of Operations, Mis-
sions, Exercises, noting the regional plans to bolster

the Alliance's Deterrence and Defence posture, against
NATO's recognised threats, especially Russia.

In the second session, SACT Adm Pierre Vandier and

the CHOD:s reviewed the ongoing progress on the NATO De-
fence Planning Process (NDPP), while assessing the need to
swiftly adopt new technologies and enhance NATO's capaci-
ty, interoperability and defence industrial base.
The NATO MC meets in Chiefs of Defence Session twice
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the Battle of the Dukla Pass forms a fundamental pillar of our
Armed Forces' traditions,” CHOD Gen Daniel Zmeko said.
Visiting the Dukla Pass is always an emotional moment for him,
“Partly because as a young officer | learnt about how

the operations were conducted in this mountainous terrain, and
partly because the way in which freedom returned to this region
was extremely difficult and many people died in this process.”
The Battle of the Dukla Pass — the largest and bloodiest of

the battles of the Eastern Front that is associated with Slovakia
- saw the Red Army and 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps
soldiers encountering fierce resistance from German troops.
The offensive operation, originally designed to enable

the insurgent Slovak National Uprising forces to link up with
Soviet troops, lasted from 8 Sept 1944 to 28 Oct 1944.

It was not until 6 Oct 1944 that the Soviet and Czechoslovak
forces took control of the Dukla Pass. This memorial day has
been observed in Slovakia as 'Battle of the Dukla Pass Heroes
Day' since 2016. Previously, it was known as 'Dukla Victims
Day' (until 2015) and 'Czechoslovak People's Army Day'
(until 1993).
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