MINISTRY Special Event: NATO EOD Demo & Trials 2025 in Bratislava

OF DEFENCE (8 Oct) DEPMINDEF Martin VojtaSovi¢ formally opened the NATO EOD Demonstrations and Trials 2025 held on 8 - 9 Oct 2025 at
Bratislava's Incheba Exhibition & Convention Centre, showcasing the latest in technologies, procedures and innovations in
(@) 20 Il o | Y NOAVZN @4 A0 W@ thc field of Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD).
NATO EOD Demo & Trials - traditionally co-organised by
the NATO EOD Centre of Excellence Trencin, the North Atlantic
Alliance and subject matter experts — fosters knowledge
sharing, tests new technologies, and strengthens Allies' defence
and security cooperation through the EOD community.
In his opening remarks, Mr VojtaSovi€ said: “Our participation in
this prestigious event confirms that Slovakia is among NATO's
actively engaged and dependable members. Innovation and
professional readiness are key to delivering security for us all.”
After the official opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony, guests
toured the exhibits on display, saw live demonstrations of
advanced EOD systems, and watched professional
presentations. ‘
Py tohye ey reirier W 11 Mech Bn Martin's 30th birthday
attendance at the opening ceremony were Minister of Health Kamil S_aéko and (7 Oct) 11 Mech Bn Martin celebrated its 30th birthday. During
Commander of the Defence Medical Service Brig Gen Roman Janto§ MD. the ceremony, Maj Gen Ivan Balog, the head of the SVK Army,

m The Slovak Air Force HQ's Flight Safety Section organised the 61st NATO ; ; ; I
Flight Safety Working Group (FSWG) Meeting in Bratislava from 29 Sept to 2 awarded ten soldiers for their exceptional contribution and

Oct, with flight safety experts from 27 NATO countries, Austria, Switzerland, dedication. Five newly recruited soldiers !eceived the green )
N[O E LT N E I NSIZNE GRS PAEIET beret. Each member of 11 Mech Bn Martin was presented with

(EAG). Topics covered the administration, updating and processing of NATO the Battalion's 30th Anniversary Commemorative Medal
flight safety documents, exchange of experience in the field of flight safety ’

management, and investigation of current aviation events. The participants also ESP Ambassador visits NFIU SVK
addressed using Al in the process of risk management in aviation and against

) — the threat posed by unauthorised UASS to airports. 9 OCO The NATO Force Integration Unit Slovakia (NF!U SVK)
Th an k you ’ ﬁ@ op R a be Q o e R L L e A e R ey Y ek S e r L Was visited by the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain to
=~ BULEE A S T B NG T I Eh e (e e el Slovakia, H.E. Sofia Ruiz del Arbol Moro. After the official
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(12 0ct DPM and MINDEF Rober Kl recoived ot Aol i s M come csrmonyand offs cal it COM NFIU SVK Col
the outgoing Military Ordinary now serving as Apostolic Admin- e v e R Wy S Marian Kurilla, the ESP delegation received a briefing on

istrator, Mons FrantiSek Rabek, the head of the SVK RC Ordi- ez e e the Unit's mission and tasks, followed by a discussion — mostly
nariate of the Armed Forces and Armed Corps since its estab- RO geE AU E Qe Rt SO R R R BN about further options for cooperation. Ambassador Sofia del
lishment in 2003, to present him with the Minister of Defence “From Stefanik To Stefanik” March on 10 Oct, organised by the Milan Rastislav ~ WiTo IR =R R N IVERY$ Logistic Branch staff who

. . Stefanik Society in Liptovsky Mikulas. The route led from the M. R. Stefanik ; ; . .
Commemorative Medal in Gold (st Grade). T ey et ST are viorking cosely with the ESP contingent deployed in

Consistent with Canon Law, in Feb 2024, Pope Francis accept- [y e st M s e R R e e e S'OY‘?kia' mainly serving with the NATO MN BDE TF SVK. In

ed the resignation from office by Bishop Rabek at Company Trenéin (LOTN), represented the company at a professional addition, afn Esﬁlglfgcse\rllzf ﬂ]i TFlU SVg |ea(:13 one of the three
. . conference titled “Outlook for Aviation and Defence Industries in the Czech sections of the 's ogistic Branch.

the ret[remer]t age of 75. Pope Leo XIV has appointed Padre Republic and in the World" in Bmo. 9

Pavol Sajgallk, O‘FM Cap,.t.o u Officer Cadets of the SVK Military Academy joined the volunteering party at EOD techs at Ex MINIGATOR 2025

succeed him as 'Bishop Mili- Liptov Castle. Together with the Castrum Liptov Civic Association members, they % iy : JETEE (7 Oct) EOD technicians

tary Ordinary for Slovakia'. helped build two new bridges and a drawbridge, as well as carrying heavy loads inli
O;y1 2 Oct ?c/)r the last time to the ruins of the castle with the highest elevation in Slovakia. of 905 Specialised

m The first items from the Museum of Military History PieStany's collections

Bishop Rabek celebrated that have been restored at LOTN are already installed in the Museum's newly _ e = % Novaky joined troops
Sunday Mass as Military Or- r renovated Exhibition Hall (H2). The public will soon be able to see a pre-series 3 ) 4 from Czechia, Poland
: ) i L-29 'Dolphin’ (Serial No. 0007), an Aero L-29RS 'Dolphin', an Aero L-39V =
dlnary a,t St Sgbastlan s Ca 0 'Albatross' with the KT-04 tow target, a unique HC-3 helicopter, a Let L-200A and the USA for Ex
thedral in Bratislava. On be- 'Morava', and a pre-series Aero L-39 'Albatross' (Serial No. 0004).
half of the entire Ordinariate, m While the Banska Bystrica-based Slovak National Uprising Museum's
Vicar General Col Jozef & » 2 dGaI]eries are ulnqrer:go’\i;g reconstrultl:jtioln, elxkpe{lshare ;;repa_rting a newdexhi.tt)ition he EOD { el t hth - ;
. . . e lesign proposal. The Museum would also like to hear from its fans and visitors the eams' field operations, wi e participation of
Michalov and Eplscopal Vicar i what they want to see in the new Galleries. You can get in touch with the Museum it p iy )
Lt Col Peter Niznik gave him via the Museum's wabsite. the EOD Command and Control (C2) element. The incidents

covered all EOD areas — improvised explosive devices (IEDs),

a truly most precious gift — n Officer Cadets of the SVK Military Academy participated in the international

i A “VERTF—E—TELIU Military Pentathlon Championships in Norway, where they battled it out with homemade explosives (HMES), conventional munitions disposal
arelic of St Sebastian - fo §G \E\Eg{eﬂ)/% (O[S K ENTENEE N ESR X RETES LR R TIEES S (CMD), unexploded explosive ordnance (UXO), temporary
thank him for 22 years of ] ISR ISR NS E TR RN storage places for components and precursors for
dedicated service terrain run. The SVK team took third place in the overall rankings as proof of their N .

: . ; scipli i ; : the production of IEDs and HMEs, with a focus on current
On 11 Oct. Bishop-elect Pavol Saigalik. OFM Cap. who is to physical fitness, discipline and determination. Our OCs also did very well in . ’

. . P L jgalik, P, . the individual disciplines: OC Martina Hubkové won 1st place in shooting, security threats.
receive his Episcopal Ordination on Sat 18 Oct 2025, intro- OC Terézia Klementisova and OC Michal Zustiak took 1st place in running, . f . .
duced his coat of arms, designed by Assoc Prof Miroslav OC Tomas Kunic snatched 1st place in swimming. Bench of Honour' in Martinky
G|ejtek Heraldic Consultant to the SVK Bishops' Conference. m Due to the worsening epidemiological situation, the Central Military Hospital (6 Oct) In the presence of Cdr 11 Mech Bn Martin Lt Col Jozef

! Ruzomberok's Neurosurgery Clinic and Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgery Clinic i & i
NDF reservists swear oath have closed to visitors until further notice. Exceptions are possible on .Vag;]ho][’ Cf:tShM 1E1 MECh. BT glarttm |\|/|§gt FeterEl\;Igrcg, IC\?_iflaln
) P I ST AR RN SRVI in Chief of the Ecumenical Pastoral Service (EPS) Col Viktor
9 Oct) After Brezova pod adversely affect the results of the treatment process. Sabo and Administrator of the Military Support Foundation Lt
p
Bradlom and Turkish Hill be- P m Thanks to the Pontis Foundation's Mobis Fund, the SVK MOD Centre of Col (Ret'd) Milan Gajdo$, members of 11 Mech Bn Martin

came the venues for Oath of / g Aviation 't\ﬂedicBi$E %?ODPCAM) Sli,aé hast_reTCEived a Sgra?t to pUéchatsr? WESCUI unveiled a 'Bench of Honour' in Martinky or Martin's uplands,
. . v : equipment — a BTL~ remium Magnetic Therapy System, a Geratherm . Lo ) ) ’
Allegiance ceremonies for 3 ; S Spirometer, a Pulmonary Function Testing (PFT) stick, a BOSO ABI system with where over 1 ’390 soldiers died in the. .ﬂght against the Nazis 80
National Defence Forces e I L e R e TR A e T AR cull Vears ago. In his speech at the unveiling ceremony, Lt Col
i & diseases, a Cardiofax M EKG-3350 electrocardiograph — all these will greatly Varchol noted that Martin's uplands are associated with Slovak
(NDF) resemSts’ another 96 \ b " contribute to improving the Centre's preventive, diagnostic and treatment military history, patriotism and resistance
NDF reservists swore i e R @ services. . .

the oath standing next to — - - - -
: Military psychologists attend convention in Czech Republic

the Slovak Air Force's F-16s and a C27J at Kuchyiia AB, in
the presence of DPM and MINDEF Robert Kalifak, their fami- - @ (8 Oct) On 1-3 Oct 2025, military psychologists from the SVK Armed Forces T
Psychological Service took part in the Military Psychologists and Psychiatrists' A

lies and friends, instructors and commanders.
DEPMINDEF and ROK Ambassador Convention — organised by the Central Military Hospital Prague's Medical
o and Psychological Department — at Chateaux Loucen, a Czech MOD

(8 Oct) At the MOD in defence estate.

Bratislava, DEPMINDEF The main themes of the Convention's three-day programme covered:
Igor Melicher hosted mental health care for military personnel, psychiatric and psychological
the Ambas§ador of care for war veterans, and the current impact of legislative changes on
the Republic of Korea the psychological exams for active duty service applicants.

(ROK) to Slovakia, H.E. The discussions focused on current procedures and methods in mental
Byeongdo Lee, for talks health diagnosis and care. Detailed descriptions and understanding of
on current issues regard- specific cases provided valuable lessons leamed and inspiration for
ing SVK-ROK defence co- . subject matter experts to aid the war veterans and their families.
operation, ways to take it forward into the future, and The meeting can be seen as a continued tradition of cooperation between
the exchange of experience between the nations. Both sides [l the SVK Armed Forces Psychological Service and the CZE Military Medical
confirmed their interest in continuing an open dialogue, Agency's Operational Psychology Dept, which enables the development of
strengthening mutual ties, and promoting cooperation on professional skills and capabilities in response to the current needs of both
shared security and stability. partner armed forces.
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